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News Flash



With the ability to genetically control and 

amend natural systems to produce 

materials, there are immense implications 

for the penetration of biotechnology across 

traditional industries whose products are 

essentially molecular – pharmaceuticals or 

chemicals, for example. In the future these 

industries will increasingly become life 

science industries whose products are 

essentially bio-molecular, and they will 

contribute to a growing bioeconomy in the 

UK; a bioeconomy that promises energy 

sufficiency, environmental sustainability, 

health benefits, and long-term economic 

growth.



the Bioeconomy – skills for growth
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A Common Technology Platform 

Health

• 50 Big Pharma

• 6,000 SMEs

Primary Production

•10 Major Seed firms

• 1,000 SMEs

Industry 

• 4 Major enzyme firms

• 600 SMEs



We are not short of information!
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Life Science and the Supply Chain



Skills Charter – minimum objectives (2011)

On Strategy

establish a Life Sciences Advisory Council (by end 2010) 

On Policy and Stakeholders

engage the existing network of life sciences to extend the reach of skills 

consultation (2010)

On Research

publish a review of skills for life sciences (2011)

On HE and FE

produce a life science prospectus of workforce qualifications (2011)

On Careers

work with employers to produce case studies involving life science contexts


