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6.6 CASE students’ interactions with their industry partner 

139. BBSRC would normally expect CASE students to spend at least three months of their studentship on a placement with the industry partner. It was therefore a major concern that only 38% of Year 4 CASE students reported that they had participated in an industry placement. Students and supervisors commented on why a placement had not been provided: 
· the industry partner went into administration or experienced financial difficulties 
· the industry partner‟s priorities changed (e.g. because of restructuring or new data) 
· the industry partner was not interested in providing a placement (e.g. because the student project had no commercial value to them) 
· the industry partner did not respond to contact from the student or supervisors 
· the industry supervisor left the company 
· current instabilities in particular sectors are affecting industry‟s ability to support placements 
· health issues (student or supervisor) 

142. A high proportion of students (82%) stated that the overall training experience provided by their placement was important or very important to their skills development. The role of a placement in providing a further high-quality training experience is vital; it would be better for students not to participate in a CASE placement than participate in a poor-quality placement. 

143. In general, CASE placements improved students’ perceptions of industry careers. 66% of CASE students who participated in an industry placement stated that this had made them more likely (51%) or much more likely (15%) to consider a career in the bioscience industry. 

