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Proposal to record and disseminate EMpower/Environment Agency Lecture Series
Background
A workshop, hosted by COGENT in 2005, highlighted a number of ways in which post graduate students studying for Environmental Masters degrees might be encouraged to consider careers in the nuclear industry. This included the provision of funded research project placements in the industry and the opportunity to hear first-hand about the exciting research which is carried out in a wide range of scientific disciplines. 

While a few courses at that time had some element of nuclear teaching and academic experts in the nuclear field to hand, most did not. 

Industry people were keen to get involved with Universities and academics enthusiastic to have them visit and talk to the students. However it was clear that a good deal of co-ordination was necessary to organise such activities in a time and cost effective way.
Following the UK Government’s announcement last year that nuclear energy is firmly on the agenda, there have been a flurry of consultations, meetings and workshops held across the country for interested parties wishing to find out more. There is clearly a renewed interest in all things nuclear amongst the geological and environmental community, and the question of resources, people and science which will be needed during the next 30 years is starting to be explored. 

However, the issue of who will carry out the research and development which is needed is not clear since nuclear has been off the agenda for essentially the past 12 years. Many of the geoscientists whose research interests would be relevant to the waste disposal issues for example, have moved into other areas where funding was more forthcoming. The PhD students they have taken on since that time have similarly been working in other areas of specialism. These factors have left us with not only a potential skills shortage in the geo and environmental sciences, but without any realistic way of filling this gap in the medium term future.
The EMpower Lecture Programme
In response to these issues, EMpower and the Environment Agency are working together to establish a series of high profile lectures. The 2009 lecture programme will consist of six high profile lectures delivered by the nuclear industry at the Universities of Edinburgh, Leeds, UEA, Imperial College, Cardiff and Lancaster during the Autumn term. 
The lecture series is being widely advertised particularly through the learned societies (Geological Society, Mineralogical Society, Royal Society of Chemistry).
The lectures will attract a cross-disciplinary audience of undergraduate, post graduate and academic staff from earth, environmental, materials, chemistry, physics  and engineering faculties. The lectures will be delivered by enthusiastic, highly-experienced  scientists from the companies who are already involved with the EMpower scheme. 

The lectures will be open to anyone wishing to attend

Each lecture will have a different theme and will include New Build, Decommissioning and Waste Management, the Regulators Viewpoint, Long-term Storage and the Geological Disposal Facility.

Proposal to record and disseminate
While the lectures will be open to all, a number of factors will in practice limit attendance to those people within a limited geographical area. For both undergraduate and postgraduate students, issues such as travel costs and course commitments will undoubtedly preclude participation. 

This proposal seeks to secure financial support to permit the six events to be recorded, subsequently broadcast on the Geological Society website and DVD copies to be distributed to courses who are unable to attend. In addition, the DVD will be packaged to include background teaching material (notes on each subject area, guidance to additional sources of material and exam questions) which could be used as a stand-alone unit for a third year BSc or Masters course. This method of delivery would provide high quality material for delivery of at least some nuclear component to courses where this subject is currently absent. 
Activities
· Co-ordinate and manage recoding of six events at Universities of Edinburgh, Leeds, UEA, Imperial College, Cardiff and Lancaster in October-December 2009
· Co-ordinate editing and production of lectures for broadcast
· Develop additional teaching material to accompany recording

· Produce high quality package for distribution to University courses

· Market package to University department

Deliverables
· A teaching package to enable the delivery of a course unit covering up to date, key issues facing the nuclear industry and thereby encourage undergraduate and post graduate students, particularly in the earth and environmental sciences, to consider careers in the nuclear sector. 
Costs

	
	£

	1. Marketing – includes the cost of poster printing, distribution, host video broadcast on Geological Society web site
	2000

	2. Filming and production costs associated with recording of six lecture events
	12000

	3. Production of DVDs & teaching package etc  100 copies@ £40
	4000

	4. Administrative support including poster and DVD  graphic work
	3500

	1. Management costs – project management and implementation of key activities, production of teaching material to accompany DVD, packaging design, liaison with University departments
	10000

	
	

	
	

	Sub total
	31500


Costs subject to VAT at 15%
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